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MENTAL HEALTH CARE IMPROVES LIVES, BUT RAISING COSTS IMPACTS USE

Mental health care improves lives, but people can only get it if the price they have to pay is not too high.
As prices rise, mental health care use falls. Policies like Medicaid and mental health parity laws can
determine what kind of care people can afford, and therefore what kind of care they get.

4 Distinguished Professor, Indiana University

- In her research, Prof. Kosali uses economic thinking
combined with high quality data and causal inference methods to fill the
“‘gaps” in our understanding of the impacts of recent health and
healthcare policy decisions, especially on marginalized populations.
Prof. Kosali believes that there are many important questions that the
economics tool kit can help to address. Learn more: “Insurance
Coverage and Provision of Opioid Treatment: Evidence from Medicare.”
2023. NBER Working Paper. doi.org/10.3386/w31884.

Keisha Solomon, PhD

Assistant Professor of Economics, Howard University

Prof. Solomon’s interest in economics dates back to her time
as a high school student in Guyana, a small former British
colony in South America, where she was concerned about socio
economic issues. As an economist, she combines her mathematical
skills with social inquiry, to conduct high-quality research. Prof. Solomon
studies factors that improve the socioeconomic status of vulnerable and
underserved populations, such as Medicaid and the Earned Income Tax
Credit: “State mental health insurance parity laws and college
educational outcomes.” 2022. Journal of Health Economics.
doi.org/10.1016/j.jhealeco.2022.102675.

Associate Professor of Public Policy and

Economics, University of Virginia

Prof. Tello Trillo studies how policies affect people's health and how
health affects economic outcomes of individuals. Born and raised in
Lima, Peru, Prof. Tello Trillo was drawn to economics to solve social
problems in a way that's rigorous and understands tradeoffs. His
research was influenced by events he saw unfold when he lived in
Tennessee: “Losing Public Health Insurance: TennCare Disenroliment
and Personal Financial Distress.” 2020. Journal of Public Economics.

doi.org/10.1016/j.joubeco.2020.104202.
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